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This symposium addresses the notion of the monument,
as a fundamental concept of sculpture as well as a site

of political controversy, and its significance in recent art.
Over the past few years, historical monuments in public
space have sparked fierce arguments and prompted 1m-
portant reassessments regarding their role. Events like the
dumping of Edward Colston’s statue in the Bristol harbor
in June 2020, for example, impressively demonstrated
how such artifacts can function as catalysts for debates
about nationalism, colonial history, and the persistence

of social injustices. Our symposium takes these current
developments as points of departure to consider ways in
which artists have engaged with the concept and tradition
of the monument, often referring to such political issues
themselves. More specifically, it juxtaposes the concept
of the monument—commonly understood as a stable,
permanent entity—with the seemingly opposite notion of
mobility, in order to explore complex histories of (neo-)
colonialism, refuge and migration, and the way such histo-
ries have been confronted and reimagined by contemporary
artists.
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